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to be expressed in constructive activities. Children of this
age make a play house and equip it with imaginary electric
lights. They draw pictures that mean more to them than
to anyone else.
Imaginary playmates are sometimes very real with chil-
dren three years of age and older. From one-tenth to one-
third of the children in various investigations reported hav-
ing had an imaginary playmate. Children who are leaders
as well as children with personality difficulties, boys as well
as girls, bright* children even more than dull ones, experi-
ence these phenomena of fancy.
A child's make-believe sometimes gives cues to his social
and emotional adjustments. For example, children who
had younger brothers or sisters tended to reveal jealousy
and sibling rivalry in a play situation in which dolls repre-
sented a mother, a baby, and a little sister or brother. Such
play responses are difficult to appraise. The examiner's in-
terpretation in terms of his own psychology enters in as well
as the child's dramatization of the situation on the funny
paper level. Some children spank their dolls and shut them
up in closets in perfect good nature.
The majority of preschool children enjoy dramatization
of many kinds. They walk like big sister, go on all fours
and growl like a bear, whistle and toot and rush through
the room like an engine, make-believe read the newspaper
like father, and play they are telephoning. One four-year*
old flung open the door of the nursery and announced ex-
citedly, "Dr. C. [the family physician] is here." When his
mother saw no evidence of the doctor's arrival, she said,
"How do you know Dr. C. is here?" At once he grinned
broadly and shouted, "Because I'm him/' Then he pro-
duced a flashlight and a pair of pincers to use for a stetho-
scope, and a pencil for a tongue depressor, all of which he
had collected in a pasteboard box. They also like to drama-
tize very simple stories. There seems to be a period, some-
where between five and seven years, while the actual world
is no longer new and strange to them and before they become